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a compulsory referendum; others, without thinking of
abolishing it, are seeking to make it of less frequent
occurrence.

In this contest between democrats and parliamen-
tarians, everything will depend on the tactics of the
two parties. The compulsory referendum and pro-
portional representation appear together in the pro-
gramme of the opposition. In several cantons the
leaders of the minority seem ready to let the question
of the compulsory referendum alone, if they are given
a number of seats in the Great Council proportional
to the numerical strength of their party. They are
generally of M. Naville's opinion, that electoral reform
will make the referendum unnecessary. If propor-
tional representation realises the hopes of its parti-
sans, it will be the means of diminishing the number
of plebiscites.

But there is another and perhaps more efficient
method of attaining that result. Up till now it has
been impossible to give the power of resistance to the
Council of State (the executive authority), because it
has been responsible to the Chamber; but now that
its position has been altered so that in many cantons
it is directly elected by the people, it might be possible
to invest it, as in the United States, with the right of
veto in the name of the people. In its hands the
veto would run less risk of becoming a weapon of the
opposition, which is the actual result of the referendum
when parties are almost equal.

In the cantons where the minority is very small,
itVill find the veto of the executive power a more
valuable protection than the referendum.

Finally, the veto will no longer be  capriciously